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LESSON ONE: Believing on Christ

WHAT IS A CHURCH?

I. KNOWING CHRIST (What it means to be a believer)

A. The “Roman Road”
1. Romans 3:23
2. Romans 6:23
3. Romans 5:8
4. Romans 10:13
B. Repentance and Faith
1. We must receive Christ: John 1:11-13
2. This means we must have repentance of our sins and faith in Jesus:
Acts 20:21.
Faith = “Forsaking all, | Trust Him.”
4. We may or may not remember when we first trusted Christ.

w

Il. KNOWING THAT WE KNOW CHRIST (Assurance of salvation)

A. God’s promises to us, made real to us by the Holy Spirit
Acts 16:31
John 10:28
Psalm 23:6
B. God’s Spirit within me
Romans 8:9
Romans 8:15
Romans 8:16
C. A Christ-like character and conduct
Galatians 5:22

John 20:30-31 - How to be saved

1John 5:13 - Assurance of salvation

lll. THE CHURCH IS: Those who have been called out of the world through the preaching of the
gospel, called together to worship and serve Christ, and sent out into the world to be His
witnesses.






LESSON TWO: Behaving Like Christ

WHAT DOES A CHURCH DO?

I. Be A Faithful “WIFE”: Acts 2:42-47

Il. The Sacraments (First Catechism: questions 122-136)
A. There are two sacraments: B andthel
B. Sacraments (questions 122 —125)

Are commanded by God (but they don’t save us)

Point to God’s covenant with us (Genesis 17:7)

Picture what God has done for us and what He gives to us in Christ
Bear witness that God does what He says He will do

Mark us as belonging to God and to His people

Call us to love and serve God

Help us to be spiritually strong
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C. Baptism (questions 126 — 132)

1. Is a “washing with water”

2. Is only done once

3. If a person has not been baptized as an infant, he/she is baptized when they
join the church

D. The Lord’s Supper (questions 133-136)

1. Is done with bread and wine (grape juice)
2. Is to be done often
3. Those who take part in the Lord’s Supper should “examine themselves” as to
their knowledge and discernment of what the sacrament means, repentance of sins, faith in
Jesus, love for God and for others, and for a desire to serve the Lord.
We should be sincere (honest before God), instructed (as to the meaning and purpose
of the Lord’s Supper) and accountable (part of the church).






LESSON THREE: Belonging

“Why Should I Join a Church?”
I. SOME WORDS USED IN THE BIBLE TO DESCRIBE THE CHURCH:

Ephesians 2:19. C
of God’s household.

Ephesians 3:15. Hiswholef = in heaven and on earth.

1 Peter 2:9. Youareachosenp _ , aroyalp _ , aholy
n__ ,ap_ _ belonging to God.

1 Corinthians 12:27. Youraretheb _ _ _ of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.

What comes to mind when you think of being a family,
a household, a nation, part of a body?

Il. SOME EXAMPLES FROM SCRIPTURE:

What did Jesus do on the Sabbath Day? Luke 4:16
What did Paul seek to do after he believed on Christ?  Acts 9:26
What did the three thousand new believers do? Acts 2:41
Did people know who belonged to the church? Acts 5:12-14

The phrase “one another” or “each other” is used over fifty
times in the New Testament. We are to love each other,
pray for each other, encourage each other, teach each other,
accept each other, honor each other, forgive each other,
sing to each other, be devoted to each other, etc.

lll. SOME BIBLICAL AND PRACTICAL REASONS FOR JOINING A CHURCH:

Identifies a person as a true believer. Ephesians 2:19

Provides me with a spiritual family to help and encourage me. Hebrews 10:24-25
Gives me a place to discover and use my gifts in ministry. 1 Peter 4:10

Gives me spiritual nourishment and protection. Acts 20:28-29

Gives me the accountability | need to grow. Ephesians 5:21





LESSON THREE: Belonging

IV. A PICTURE OF THE CHURCH:

No player without a team

No musician without an orchestra
No sheep without a shepherd

No child without a family

Not only do we believe on Christ, but we also belong to Christ and to His family.

Christ willingly identified with us by bearing our sin in His own body.
We should be willing to identify with Him by uniting
with a local group of His people.

“...We need to honor Christ by being His bride in every sense—outwardly as well as inwardly,
visibly as well as invisibly, and officially in the local church as well as spiritually in the
universal body.”





LESSON THREE: Belonging

The church is the primary means through which God carries out His purpose in thisworld. To
call thelost to Christ and to build up His people.

(“Attempting to grow in Christ outside of the church islike trying to learn to swim without ever
getting into the pool!)

Every Christian should commit himself to membership because:
1) The command for commitment.

Heb. 10:24-25. The “one anothers.”

Example of abrick: uselessby itself.

The NT does not even contain a hint of someone who was saved but not a part of alocal
church.

2) The obligation of obedience to the leaders of alocal church.

Hebrews 13:17
Membership: clarifies the difference between believers and unbelievers;
causes the visible church to better reflect the invisible church;
is essential to an orderly administration of the church;
promotes invol vement from those on the ‘fringes’ of the church;
provides an opportunity to educate people about the nature and
distinctives of the church.

3) The privileges of partnership.

“Church membership is not only a commitment on the member’s part to the church, but it
isacommitment on the church’s part to the member.”
It provides: ministry opportunities
helpful services
loving accountability (By not joining, we take ourselves away from some of
the means that God uses to keep usfrom sin.)

Thus, membership is not an option for abeliever. Cp. to marriage, as opposed to living
together. Itisavery selfish thing to not join, very often saying that we want no accountability
or responsibility to others.

“...We need to honor Christ by being His bride in every sense—outwardly as well as
inwardly, visibly aswell asinvisibly, and officialy in the local church aswell as spiritually in
the universal body.”

----Notes from Life in the Father’ s House.
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“Exactly What Must | Do to Join the Church?”

I. Where does the name “Presbyterian” come from?

It comes from the Bible, from a word that is used about sixty times in the New Testament.
You may say, “But I've never found that word in the Bible!”

It is from a Greek word that sounds much like the word Presbyterian when pronounced, and
which means “elder.”

So, a Presbyterian church is one that is under the oversight of elders. Itis a church with a
representative form of government by elders who are elected by the congregation.

Il. Whatis an Elder?

Elders (or “the Session) are responsible for the spiritual government and life of the church.
The Session has oversight of all the organizations, work, and ministry of the congregation.

Their ministry is a shepherding ministry. Elected by the congregation, these men focus on the
church's ministry of the Word. Three biblical pictures of an elder are: a father in his family (1 Timothy
3:4-5), aruler in the assembly (Hebrews 13:7,17,24), and a shepherd among the sheep (1 Peter 5:2).

Our elders are: “Teaching Elder” Lane Stephenson; “Ruling Elders” Randy Martin, Stewart
Robison, Gene Price, Benton Gibson, Rusty Marsalis, and Harry Young.

lll. What is a Deacon?

According to Acts 6:3, deacons were appointed to serve the needs of the people,
freeing the apostles to focus on their ministry of the Word.

Deacons further the spiritual life of the church by having responsibility for business and
financial matters of the congregation.

Their ministry is one of loving in deed and in action.

Elected by the congregation, these men focus on the church's ministry of mercy.

Our deacons are: Richard Holmes, Pat Parker, Steve Blue, Jim Hales, Art Nelson, Bill Clemons,
Jim Covington, and Mark Hollingsworth

IV. A History of New Covenant Presbyterian Church and of the Presbyterian Church in America

V. The Authority of the Church
Scripture as our final authority for all that we are to believe and to do
Christ as the only Head and King of the Church (Our prophet, priest, and king)
The Confessions (standards) of our Church
The Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms (What we believe)
The Book of Church Order (How we organize and govern ourselves)
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VI. What do | do to join?

A. Meet with the Session (elders) to let them know you wish to join. We will meet after the
Sunday morning worship service.
At this meeting, | will ask you to say “l do” to the five questions of membership (below).

B. If you are joining by profession of faith (If you have never been a member of a church
before), you will stand with the pastor before the congregation on a Sunday morning and say “l do”
to the five questions for membership (these are listed below).

C. If you haven’t been baptized, | will baptize you at that time.

VII. What questions will you ask me? (These are very important!)

A. Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in the sight of God, justly deserving His
displeasure, and without hope except in His sovereign mercy to you? (We must know what sin is
and that we are sinners.)

B. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Savior of sinners, and do you
receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He is offered in the Gospel? (We must know who
Jesus is, what He did for sinners, and what it means to trust in Him for our salvation.)

C. Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy Spirit, that
you will endeavor to live as becomes the followers of Christ? (We must know that believing on Jesus
makes a difference in our lives, that we will seek to obey Him in all things.)

D. Do you promise the support the Church in its worship and work to the best of your ability?
(We are to be a faithful part of God’s church.)

E. Do you submit yourself to the government and discipline of the Church, and promise to
seek its purity and peace? (We are to respect those that God places over us, and we are to seek the
good of the church.

It’s like getting married. Remember that the Church is the “bride” of Christ.
Just say “I do.” Easy words to say, but a big commitment to make!
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VIIl. What do | do after I've joined?

Support the church in the things you can do: be in church when we meet, pray for the church,
support it with your talents, support it financially, invite others to come. (And be especially nice to
the pastor!)

Remember that the church is a family. We need to be submissive to those people God gives to lead
us (just as we are to obey our parents) and to help the church be both pure (obedient to the Lord)
and peaceful (forgiving, kind, and loving).

Love the Lord and His Church!

“For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness;
and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control;
and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness,
and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love.

For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure,
they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive
in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

2 Peter 1:5-8

“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”
2 Peter 3:18





